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SLELO PRISM’s mission is to protect native biodiversity 
and freshwater resources through a collaborative 

approach to invasive species management.
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• Website
• Newsletter

• Survey & annual 
reports

Invasive Species 
Information Hub

• Collaboration

• Events
• Trainings

• Media

Education/Outreach

• Prioritized Species 
List

• Priority 
Conservation Areas

• Restoration

Management

SLELO PRISM Roles







Invasive 
Species

An invasive species is a plant, animal, or 
microorganism that is not native to an 
area and causes harm to the 
environment, economy, or human 
health. 
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Not all 
non-native
species are 
invasive



What makes 
invasive 
species more 
impactful? 



Take the Pledge

Get the Tools

Earn the Badge

iPledgeToProtect.org



• Lands & Trails: Hikers, campers, etc. 
• Forests: Hunters, landowners, conservation managers, etc. 
• Waters: Boaters, anglers, water recreationists, etc. 
• Gardens: Leisure and serious garden enthusiasts, landscapers, etc.
• Communities: Urban outdoor recreators, general community members, etc.

Target Audiences: 5 Outdoor Categories 



Landing Page

• iPledgetoProtect.org

• Program overview

• Sign-up form

• Resources



Become a Protector

● Simple actions to take to protect 
your favorite outdoor spaces.

● Resources to help 
● Chances to earn badges & win 

prizes! 



Protector's Blogs

Blogs are themed by season, showcase simple actions, and provide resources. 



• Themed for 5 categories

• Virtual/PDF versions

• Why care intro...

• Simple actions 

• Invasive species showcase

• Ways to get involved

• Resources

Protector 
Toolkits





Social Media Library





• Prioritizes native plants

• Replaces invasive 
ornamental plants with 
sustainable alternatives

• Builds landscapes that 
are resilient 

• Prevents the accidental 
introductions



















Garden Protector Toolbox 
Top Picks: 

• Climate smart 
gardening guide

• Common invasive 
species 

• Native alternatives 
guides

• Native plant resources











Avoid direct 

skin contact 

with noxious 
plants 

NYS DEC has a Giant 
Hogweed Control 
Guide and Hotline 
that can be found 
online 





What if you could help protect thousands of acres 
of land just by taking a walk? 











What if your next paddle
protected a beautiful place like this!



Water Protectors
• The Vision: engage stewardship & learn
• Since 2023:

• 32 Volunteers Trained

• 23 Waterbodies Adopted
•We hope you’ll join us! 







• Floating rosette
• Heart shaped toothed leaves
• Inflated petiole (helps float)  
• Nutlets have sharp points (15-20 plants, viable up 

to 12 years) 



• July 9th, Oneida Lake, Conasota, NY

• July 17th Oswegatchie River, Village of 
Heuvelton, NY          (St. Lawrence 
County) 

• July 22nd Lakeview WMA, 

Henderson/Ellisburg, NY (Jefferson 
County) 

• 7/28 & 8/4: Tibbets Creek, 
Ogdensburg, NY (St. Lawrence 

County) 

• August 7th: Guffin Bay, Dexter, NY 
(Jefferson County)



Water Protector Toolbox 
Top Picks: 

• NYS DEC Stewarded 
Launch and Decon 

Locator Map 

• Species ID guides

• Aquatic invasive 
species management, 
permitting resources, 
and funding 

opportunities



Pale Swallow-wort
Black Swallow-wort

Community Science Mobile Apps 



NY Natural Heritage Program

New York’s Invasive Species Observation Database 
Data submitted by professionals 
& community science 



• Report observations
• Does not require 

connectivity once set-up

Mobile App 

• Observation, treatment, survey 
data

• Interactive public map 
• Requires connectivity

iMap
Platform

• Email Alerts
• Web Map Services

Nyimapinvasives.org







You matter and we hope you’ll join us! 




