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Healthy trees play an important role in urban 

settings. They provide shade in the summer 

and act as a wind barrier in colder seasons. 

They reduce pollution from urban runoff and 

beautify our streets and yards. Climate change 

and invasive species threaten the health of  the 

street trees that make up our parks and urban 

forests.  
 

In recognition of the importance healthy trees 

play in our communities, our Terrestrial 

Restoration and Resiliency Coordinator Robert 

Smith along with the NYS DEC, and several 

partners, continue to help our communities 

sustain urban forest health through an Urban 

Forest Sustainability Initiative (UFSI). 

This initiative provides guidance on how to 

enhance the resiliency of urban forests to 

climate change and invasive forest pests by 

maintaining diverse, climate adaptable and 

invasive species resistant trees.  
 

In addition to supporting tree plantings, the 

UFSI offers an Urban Forest Sustainability 

Guide that enables communities to develop 

community tree programs that include climate 

adaptability, carbon storage, tree diversity and 

invasive species components.   

To date, the communities of Watertown, 

Massena, Canton and Pulaski have participated  

in the UFSI, planting 107 trees with 32 different 

types of tree species. According to Rob 

Williams, PRISM Director, “This is a great way 

for people in our communities to connect and 

do meaningful work in an outdoor setting”. 

Learn more about how these communities 

are participating in the UFSI.  
 

Community members can further engage in 

urban forest health by taking a  Pledge to 

Protect their community’s urban forests from 

invasive species. After taking the pledge, they 

will receive a monthly email that showcases 

simple actions they can take to fulfill their 

pledge. The Pledge to Protect also offers virtual 

toolboxes with a plethora of resources to help 

pledgers prevent the spread of invasives, 

manage invasives on their own property, and 

opportunities to get involved. The 

Community Protector’s Toolbox   offers 

resources specifically themed towards 

preventing the spread of and managing 

invasives in an urban setting.  Unlock these 

resources by taking the Pledge to Protect at, 

iPledgeToProtect.org.  

Tree planting in Canton with the NY SLL BOCES Agriculture Studies Academy,  

and the SLC Soil and Water Conservation District -©Megan Pistolese-Shaw. 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/initiatives/urbanforestsustainability/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/initiatives/urbanforestsustainability/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Urban-Forest-Sustainability-Guide.pdf
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Urban-Forest-Sustainability-Guide.pdf
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/urban-forest-sustainaibility-showcase/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/learn/volunteer/pledge-to-protect/community-protectors/
http://www.ipledgetoprotect.org
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There is an infestation of water chestnuts on the 

Oswegatchie River near the dam in the Village 

of Heuvelton. Water chestnut is an invasive 

aquatic species that have environmental and 

economic impacts. Water chestnuts grow thick 

dense floating mats that shade out native aquat-

ic vegetation, impede outdoor recreation, and 

reduce shoreline property values; the hard, 

pointy seeds of water chestnuts can puncture 

vehicle tires or injure feet if stepped on. If not 

managed, the infestation of water chestnuts on 

the Oswegatchie River can grow and easily 

spread to connecting waterbodies, like Black 

Lake. 
 

On Saturday, June 25th, 2022, there will be a 

removal effort including manual hand-pulls 

along with the use of mechanical harvesters. 

Food will be provided by the Village of Heuvelo-

ton Fire Department. This is a great opportunity 

for community members to spend some time on 

the water, and help protect the Oswegatchie 

River. 

If you are interested in assisting this removal 

effort by helping to hand-pull plants, or by 

providing equipment or services, please visit 

the SLELO PRISM events page and regis-

ter by June 21st. 

 

 

This effort is being supported by SLELO PRISM, 

The Black Lake Association, NYS Office of 

Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation, NYS 

DEC, Indian River Lakes Conservancy, 

Save The River, Thousand Island Land Trust, the 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. 

Lawrence County, the Village of Heuvelton Fire De-

partment, the City of Ogdensburg Fire & 

Rescue, the Town of Morristown, the Chippewa 

Bay Fish and Game Club, St. Lawrence 

Waterfowlers, St. Lawrence Valley Sportsman 

Club, St. Lawrence Federal Credit Union, 

Comprehensive Weed Control of Northern New 

York, and many volunteers. 

Oswegatchie River Water Chestnut Removal Effort 

SLELO PRISM -Megan Pistolese-Shaw 

Water chestnut infestation on the Oswegatchie River, ©Brittney Rogers-SLELO 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber
sleloinvasives.org/event/oswegatchie-chestnuts
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Jumping Worms Confirmed in Jefferson County  
Sue Gwise-CCE-Jefferson County 

The invasive jumping worm (JW) has been con-

firmed in Jefferson County.  In November, a 

suspicious worm sample that was brought into 

CCE Jefferson was sent to Colgate University 

for positive identification.  This destructive 

earthworm was first found in the SLELO 

PRISM region in St. Lawrence County in 2018. 

Jumping worms create an ecological disaster by 

rapidly consuming all the organic matter in the 

soil.  This leaves behind a soil that looks like 

coffee grounds, is devoid of nutrients, and is 

highly susceptible to erosion.  Worst of all, 

there is no control.  

Identification: Also known as ‘crazy snake 

worms’ or ‘Alabama jumpers’ the worms will 

thrash about wildly when disturbed.  They can 

also detach their tails when handled.  They 

range from 1.5 to 8 inches in length.   Jumping 

worms have a smooth, white-colored clitellum 

(the narrow collar found around the body of 

most earthworms) as opposed to European 

worms which have a raised pink-red clitellum.   

All other characteristics are subjective, making 

identification difficult. 

To minimize the spread of AJW: 

• Do NOT buy or use jumping worms for bait, 
vermicomposting, or gardening. 

• Only purchase or trade compost that was 
heated to appropriate temperatures and du-
ration following protocols for reducing path-
ogens. 

• Clean compost, soil, and debris from vehi-
cles, personal gear, equipment, and garden-
ing tools before moving to and from sites. 

 
• Be careful when sharing and moving plants. 

Always check for worms and know where 
your plantings come from. Buy bare root 
stock when possible. 

 
• Dispose of all live worms in the trash or 

place them in a bag and leave them out in 
the sun for at least 10 minutes. Then throw 
the bag away. 

 
What to do: If you are suspicious that your 

soil is infested, apply a mustard pour to your 

soil. This will irritate any worms and bring 

them to the surface (this is a sampling method, 

not a control method).  You can then look for 

any jumping worms and bring suspicious sam-

ples to your local CCE office for identification.  

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber


  

 

 www.sleloinvasives.org                                                                                           
www.swallowwortcollaborative.org SLELO PRISM PAGE 5 

Stewardship on the River 
Lauren Eggleston-Save the River 

Save The River’s Riverkeeper Volunteer Pro-

gram emphasizes stewardship. These outings 

teach basics on assessing river health, identi-

fying potential pollution problems, and offer-

ing positive changes. Volunteers are trained 

to assess and report pollution and wildlife die

-offs, monitor river health, and engage with 

the community to promote a healthy river. 

Participants receive the Riverkeeper Hand-

book, and a Save The River t-shirt.  
 

The training includes familiarizing volunteers 

with invasive species in the St. Lawrence Riv-

er, Lake Ontario, and the Ottawa River. Par-

ticipants learn what fish to watch out for, how 

to identify frequently encountered plants, the 

basics of iMapInvasives, and the principles of 

clean, drain, and dry.  
 

We encourage our Riverkeepers to volunteer 

with SLELO-PRISM to continue building 

their knowledge on aquatic invasive species.   

If you’d like to become a Riverkeeper, host a 

program, or polish up your skills, join Save 

The River this summer! Dates are listed be-

low, with more announced on STR’s Face-

book page as they are confirmed. 

 

• June 14, Minna Anthony Common Nature 

Center 

• July 8, Minna Anthony Common Nature 

Center 

• August 11, Minna Anthony Common Na-

ture Center 

• September 9, Minna Anthony Common 

Nature Center 

 

Learn more about Save The River and our 

work on the St. Lawrence River at 

savetheriver.org. 

© Save the River 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber
http://www.facebook.com/SaveTheRiver/
http://www.facebook.com/SaveTheRiver/
https://www.savetheriver.org/
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Native Alternatives to Common Invasive Garden Plants 
SLELO PRISM - Megan Pistolese –Shaw 

LOOK FOR:  

Fruit grow along stems and have 

yellow capsules. 

LOOK FOR: 

Tips of twigs with elongated dark 

brown buds with a thorn. 

LOOK FOR:  

Purple-blue colored berries with 

a speckled porcelain-like shine. 

Many invasive plants were once considered 

desirable ornamentals that were intentionally 

introduced to our gardens and landscapes only to 

escape into our natural environments. Once 

established, invasive species easily outcompete 

native species which reduces the availability of 

food and shelter for native wildlife and hinders 

the functionality of natural systems. Gardeners 

can play a vital role in the introduction and the 

prevention of invasive plants by choosing to grow 

native plants in their yards. Showcased below are 

a few examples of native alternatives to common 

invasive garden plants.    

Butterfly bushes may be beautiful, but they can 

escape cultivation and invade natural areas, 

crowding out native plants. Despite its name, the 

butterfly bush supports pollinators at only one 

stage in their life cycle. Butterflies need host 

plants to lay eggs on and for their larvae to eat. 

There are no native caterpillars that eat butterfly 

bush leaves. Instead of butterfly bush, plant 

native summersweet Clethra alnifolia, and 

blazing star Liatris spicata. These native plants 

will support pollinators and provide benefits to 

the natural ecosystem.  

Burning bush has attractive fall color and eye-

catching fruit which makes it a common invasive 

found in gardens. However, like other invasive 

shrubs, the burning bush can easily escape your 

yard and invade natural areas where it can 

outcompete native vegetation and alter 

habitats.  Instead of burning bush, plant native 

black chokeberry Aronia melanocarpa, or 

highbush blueberry Vaccinium 

corymbosum, these native plants will not only 

produce fruit for wildlife, but you can use their 

berries to make tasty jams. 

If you have water near your property, be sure to 

avoid growing yellow flag iris. This riparian 

flower forms dense rhizomes that expand quickly 

creating monotypic stands that can replace and 

crowd out valuable aquatic plants like cattails, 

and other important wetland/riparian plants. 

Instead of yellow flag iris, plant native blue flag 

iris Iris versicolor, or cardinal flower Lobelia 

cardinalis. These native flowers are not only 

beautiful, but they support pollinator wildlife.  

Take the Pledge to Protect to get more tips 

like this sent to your inbox each month!  

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber
http://www.ipledgetoprotect.org
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Novel Approaches to Invasive Species Management  

Garrett Chisholm –Huyck Preserve 

Now in its fourth year, invasive species manage-

ment at the Huyck Preserve located in Rensse-

laerville is more visible than ever. Walking our 

twelve miles of trails, across over 2,000 acres of 

land, one might come across autumn olive that 

has been solarized with black plastic, a fairly 

standard treatment for this species. One might, 

though, also see a singed multiflora rose, all that 

remains from a recent flame treatment. This 

more novel approach to invasive species man-

agement uses a weed torch on resprouts of mul-

tiflora rose, Japanese barberry, and autumn ol-

ive. But, our most visible management effort 

might be the hardware cloth being used as an 

experimental technique to manage Japanese 

knotweed, an invasive species similar to bamboo 

that spreads through fragments and under-

ground rhizomes. 

 

This experimental management is thanks to 

funding provided by the Capital Region PRISM 

through their RFP program. Before 2021, man-

agement of knotweed involved cutting back 

above-ground biomass and repeatedly hand 

pulling its resprouts, with the overall goal being 

suppression. With this new technique, we are 

hoping to see the knotweed girdle itself as it 

grows through the half-inch x half-inch galva-

nized steel mesh, reducing both the quantity of 

annual resprouts and the time that staff spends 

working on its management.  

 

At the beginning of the study, all above-ground 

biomass in the experimental knotweed plot was 

removed, and the hardware cloth was rolled out 

and secured to cover the area. Meanwhile, the 

adjacent control plot was managed as normal 

and no hardware cloth was installed. Four study 

plots were created in both the experimental and 

control plots and, after 30 days, we returned to 

count the number of stems and measure the 

height of each stem in the plots. 

 

Initial results showed that there were more 

stems but shorter individuals in the experi-

mental treatment compared to the control.     

Notably, neither population flowered. More    

information will need to be gathered through 

future monitoring, but this response may be a 

reaction to stress caused by the hardware cloth. 

This is a multi-year study, and we look forward 

to sharing these findings across the larger 

PRISM network.  

 

To learn more about the experimental inva-

sive species management techniques being 

used at the Huyck Preserve, contact the 

Stewardship Coordinator Garrett Chisholm  

garrett@huyckpreserve.org. 

© Garrett Chisholm– Huyck Preserve 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber
mailto:garrett@huyckpreserve.org
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Updates to SLF Grid Square Program 

Mitch O'Neil– iMap 
 

Last year’s “Claim A Grid Square” initiative is 

back – pick your spot to survey for spotted lan-

ternfly this year (over 70 squares claimed al-

ready!).  

In 2021, we saw spotted lanternfly expand into 

several areas in NY. Luckily, volunteers across 

the state took action - 169 grid squares across 

the state were claimed and surveyed, and near-

ly a thousand spotted lanternfly records were 

submitted to iMapInvasives (thankfully these 

were almost all not-detected reports in upstate 

NY!) 
 

Spotted lanternfly (SLF) is an invasive pest 

from Asia that feeds on a variety of plants in-

cluding grapes, hops, and maple trees, 

posing a severe threat to NY natural resources 

(visit the NYS Agriculture & Markets website 

for info). SLF has been found in several loca-

tions in NY but has not yet spread to much of 

the state. One potential pathway for the spread 

of SLF is its preferred host plant, tree-of-

heaven (ToH), which is already found in many 

locations across NY. 

 

Luckily, spotted lanternfly has not made its way 

to SLELO yet – but when it does, we want to 

know as soon as possible. And mapping any lo-

cations of tree-of-heaven will help us identify 

some of the most likely spots for SLF to show 

up. 

 

We are seeking volunteers like you to look for 

SLF and ToH in your area a couple times 

throughout the year. You can help protect New 

York's agriculture and forests by knowing what 

to look for and how to report it to New York’s 

official invasive species database, iMapInva-

sives.  

 

To learn more about this project, sign up for 

a grid square, and register for our upcoming 

virtual event on May 25th @ 1pm visit, 

nyimapinvasives.org/slf 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber
https://agriculture.ny.gov/spottedlanternfly
nyimapinvasives.org/slf
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Terrestrial Restoration & Resiliency Initiatives 
SLELO-  Robert Smith 

2022 Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) 

Survey Results: This year, Team SLELO sur-

veyed 14 sites for HWA.  Only one of these sites, 

Noyes Bird Sanctuary, was found to have HWA 

present.  At this site, five trees were found to 

have HWA present on its lower leaves.  All trees 

surveyed appeared to be in good health.  This 

sanctuary is owned by the Onondaga Audubon 

Society and we will be going back with a small 

group of volunteers to assist them in determin-

ing the quantity and size of the trees, and to de-

lineate the hemlock stand.  To date HWA has 

been found at 6 Sites by SLELO PRISM and NYS 

OPRHP. Sites indicate HWA is progressing up 

the Lake Ontario shoreline to include: Camp 

Hollis, Independence Park, Mexico Point State 

Park, Selkirk Shores SP, Noyes Bird Sanctuary, 

Oswego County Reforestation  Area. The Sum-

mary Report will be available soon on the 

SLELO  PRISM website Field Reports Page. 

Early Detection Surveys remain on a two-

year rotation for our Priority Conservation Are-

as. This year, Brittney and Robert will return to 

the nine sites surveyed in 2020 to include: 

 

Most of these sites are both aquatic and terres-

trial, with a few that are just aquatic or terrestri-

al.  There are several other sites that have never 

been surveyed and we will visit some of these 

sites time permitting.  

2022 Invasive Species Control Work: As a 

result of last summer’s early detection surveys 

and treatments conducted by our licensed sub-

contractor, we retired some treatment areas and 

added some new sites.  This year, we will be 

treating 12 more sites than last year (26 new 

sites, 5 retired sites, 9 sites merged into 3 sites, 

(3 sites inactive/resurveying).  Species managed 

include- pale swallow-wort, Japanese knotweed, 

phragmites, oriental bittersweet, and yellow 

iris.  

As part of SLELO PRISM’s use of integrated 

pest management, we will also be conducting 

volunteer hand pulls of swallowwort and yellow 

iris at certain Priority Conservation Areas 

(PCAs) where they are present in low numbers 

with sparse/scattered distribution.  The sites in-

volved are, Deer Creek WMA, El Dorado Pre-

serve/Black Pond WMA, and Oneida 

Lake/Three Mile Bay WMA.  Anyone interested 

in participating should contact Megan Pistolese 

–Shaw at megan.pistolese@tnc.org.  

Robert Smith & Megan Pistolese Shaw-SLELO PRISM at 

Lake Julia Preserve. Photo taken by SLELO  Volunteer, 

Frank Williams.  

• Black Lake 

• Black Pond WMA 

• Chaumont Bar-

rens 

• Chaumont Bay 

• Deer Creek WMA 

• El Dorado Preserve 

• Lakeview WMA 

• Oneida Lake and 

Three Mile Bay WMA 

• Salmon River Estuary 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/field-reports/
mailto:megan.pistolese@tnc.org
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Terrestrial Initiatives Continued 
SLELO PRISM -  Robert Smith 

As part of DEC’s Giant Hogweed Program, we 

will be monitoring and treating, if necessary, at 

44 sites in Lewis and Jefferson counties. To 

date, giant hogweed has been eradicated (that is 

free of giant hogweed for three or more years) at 

49% of our sites.  Of those eradicated sites, 58% 

involved manual treatment using the root cut 

method to reduce the use of herbicides. 

Biological Controls for Invasive Species 

Management in SLELO PRISM: Continuing 

with the theme of using integrated pest manage-

ment, we have several planned biocontrol re-

leases in the SLELO PRISM Area.  Starting with 

pale swallowwort, we will again be releasing 

Hypena opulenta, the moth that feeds exclu-

sively on swallowwort as larvae.  Two cages will 

be set up at Grenadier Island and two cages will 

be set up at Robert Wehle State Park.  This will 

occur in early June.  Next, we will be releasing  

three species of parasitoid wasps that target Em-

erald Ash Borer at Rice Creek Field Station 

(SUNY Oswego).  This will occur from spring 

through fall and will continue into next year 

with another series of releases at that location.  

We are also planning to release two biological 

control species (a silver fly species and a larico-

bius beetle), starting in the spring of next year at 

Independence Park, which is in the heart of 

where HWA has been found.  Lastly, we have 

noticed an increase in several areas of purple 

loosestrife.  To help control the numbers of this 

species, we will be releasing Galerucella beetles 

this year.  These beetles are a well-known bio-

control for purple loosestrife and have been 

used for many years.  Our hope with all these bi-

ocontrol releases is that they will establish a 

population in the area and act as a long-term 

control for these invasives.     

Urban Forest Sustainability Initiative 

(UFSI): This program is about strategies that 

increase urban forest resiliency to invasive 

pests, pathogens, and climate change.  We offer 

participating communities a guide outlining 

these strategies, a presentation about the pro-

gram, and up to $5,000 reimbursement for the 

purchase of non-invasive tree species.  The two 

communities that we are working with are, Uti-

ca, which is planning a fall planting, and Og-

densburg, which is currently in early conversa-

tions about the program.  The only require-

ments for the reimbursement are that the com-

munity allows us to give a presentation about 

the program and receipts showing the purchase 

of non-invasive tree species.  

© SLELO PRISM– Brittney Rogers & Robert Smith 

©SLELO PRISM, Robert Smith 

Canton Tree Planting ©SLELO PRISM, Megan Pistolese-Shaw 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber
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Aquatic Restoration and Resiliency Initiatives   
SLELO PRISM – Brittney Rogers 

WISP 2022: On May 27 the 2022 Watercraft 

Inspection Steward Program kicks off! In addi-

tion to conducting voluntary inspections at the 

launches, stewards will also be participating in 

NY ISAW, Great Lakes AIS Landing Blitz Week, 

our new Launch and Learn, writing articles for 

local papers/website, Water Chestnut Pulls, and 

attending some local fishing tournaments. Be on 

the lookout for the stewards and remember to 

Protect Your Waters by always following the 

simple steps to Clean-Drain-Dry your equip-

ment. 

Aquatic Restoration Initiative: at South 

Sandy Creek will include monitoring for re-

growth of phragmites and Japanese knotweed 

and treatments will occur as needed. We will be 

continuing our native seed installation, and 

drone flights following the patterns from Phase 

I as well as the development of a long-term 

monitoring plan. To learn more about this work, 

be sure to attend the South Sandy Creek Experi-

ence event on June 11. More details for this can 

be found on our events page both online and 

in this newsletter. 

Dunes Restoration: Following the 2021 Dune 

Assessment of Invasive Species, SLELO PRISM 

Special Project Funding was allocated to Phase 

II of the Dunes Restoration Initiative which be-

gan this April to manage the invasive Phrag-

mites australis and initiate native species resto-

ration with the development of a long-term 

monitoring plan. This project would not be pos-

sible without the numerous project partners and 

local private landowner support. This project is 

also receiving additional funding to support 

more native species installation at the site in an 

effort to reduce dune destabilization from the 

removal of the invasive species. 

Environmental DNA - We are pleased to 

share that we will be collaborating with the Adi-

rondack PRISM for our 2022 eDNA project 

which will be assessing the distribution of inva-

sive species between connected waterways of 

the Eastern Lake Ontario, St Lawrence River, 

and the Adirondacks. We will be collecting sam-

ples from five major rivers in the region. Stay 

tuned for updates on this project! 

 

For more information on these projects or 

any other aquatic invasive species focused 

project, contact the Aquatic Restoration and 

Resiliency Coordinator, Brittney Rogers at 

Brittney.Rogers@tnc.org   

Learn More About our eDNA Project 

 

Jason Hunter © 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber
http://www.sleloinvasives.org/events
mailto:brittney.rogers@tnc.org
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/initiatives/edna/
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The last two years have taught us a lot about the 

value of green spaces for communities. Parks 

and nature preserves have seen an increase in 

usage across the state since the start of the pan-

demic. Growing concerns about climate change 

and its impacts on our everyday lives is leading 

to recognition of the importance of trees as a 

tool for mitigating urban heat islands, managing 

storm water, storing carbon, and cleaning the 

air. That’s why the theme of this year’s ReLeaf 

Conference is “Trees Bring Us Together.” 
 

ReLeaf is a part of the Urban Forestry Program 

at NYSDEC and it is run in partnership with the 

NYS Urban Forestry Council. Consisting of eight 

committees around the state, ReLeaf brings to-

gether tree care professionals, municipal staff, 

utility arborists, state and local government offi-

cials, educators, tree board members, and inter-

ested members of the public in support of urban 

forestry. It promotes the value of trees, proper 

tree care, and sound urban forest management 

practices by connecting communities to tech-

nical expertise, educational resources, training, 

and potential funding sources that will help 

them meet their local needs and maintain and 

improve their urban forests. 

 

We are pleased to announce our keynote speak-

er for the conference is Ian Leahy, Vice Presi-

dent of Urban Forestry at American Forests. Ian 

was the urban and community forestry coordi-

nator for the District of Columbia before joining 

American Forests, where he has overseen devel-

opment of their Tree Equity Program since 

2014.  

 

 

Please join us at Jefferson Community College 

in Watertown, NY, July 21–23, 2022. Registra-

tion information will be available in May on the 

Council’s ReLeaf webpage. To get timely news 

and updates about urban forestry events and is-

sues you can subscribe to NYSDEC’s monthly 

email newsletter, “Plants, Trees, and Land Con-

servation,” and the Council’s monthly newsletter 

“Taking Root.”  You can also follow both 

NYSDEC and UFC on social media. 

SLELO PRISM will be presenting at the ReLeaf 

Conference about our Urban Forest Sustainabil-

ity Initiative and Pledge to Protect Program on 

June 23rd.   

Partner Spotlight: Trees Bring Us Together 
Christina McLaughlin– Partnership Coordinator for Urban Forestry, NYS DEC 

© Christina McLaughlin-NYSDEC 

Learn more about ReLeaf online. 
  

Get ReLeaf conference details and register   
 

To sign up for NYSDEC’s monthly email news-
letter, “Plants, Trees, and Land Conservation” 

To sign up for the UCF’s “Taking Root” newslet-
ter. 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
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https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber
https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/5307.html
https://nysufc.org/releaf-annual-conference/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/NYSDEC/subscriber/new?topic_id=NYSDEC_22
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/NYSDEC/subscriber/new?topic_id=NYSDEC_22
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/NYSDEC/subscriber/new?topic_id=NYSDEC_22
https://nysufc.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=7411727af2a99f125b4238c19&id=4042ebd740
https://nysufc.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=7411727af2a99f125b4238c19&id=4042ebd740
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<<Notable Announcements>> 

• May 25th, 1:00pm to 2:00pm iMapInvaisves Identi-

fying and Reporting SLF and TOH.

• May 25th, 11am NY Invasive Species Speaker Series–

Lymantria dispar in NY. View the 2022 schedule

and zoom link.

• June 8th, 8am-4pm: Black River Watershed Confer-

ence.

• June 11th, 10am-2pm NYISAW Wellesley Island’s

Swallow-wort Shovel.

• June 7th, 1pm: NYISAW Webinar- Native Alternatives

to Common Invasive Plants.

• June 25th, 9am-2pm Oswegatchie River Water

Chestnut Removal Effort.

• July 21-23, ReLeaf Conference.

June 6-10th join PRISM-led Webinars 

at 1pm & 7pm  

View State-wide Events 

View the new Spongy Moth 

Factsheet 

  CLICK TO REGISTER CLICK TO REGISTER 

Read the Study 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4QeZ5zgxABp7v-_VoND9Q?view_as=subscriber
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/UULaC68xM6ILxz1Nc3-Hb7?domain=r20.rs6.net
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/UULaC68xM6ILxz1Nc3-Hb7?domain=r20.rs6.net
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/J4N8CxkzyGIEK2DDtyjNBQ?domain=nyisri.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/J4N8CxkzyGIEK2DDtyjNBQ?domain=nyisri.org
https://tughill.org/2022-black-river-watershed-conference/
https://tughill.org/2022-black-river-watershed-conference/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/event/nyisaw_wellesley-islands-swallow-wort-shovel/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/event/nyisaw_wellesley-islands-swallow-wort-shovel/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/event/nyisaw-webinar-native-alternatives-to-common-invasive-garden-plants/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/event/nyisaw-webinar-native-alternatives-to-common-invasive-garden-plants/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/event/oswegatchie-chestnuts/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/event/oswegatchie-chestnuts/
https://nysufc.org/releaf-annual-conference/
https://nyis.info/nyisaw/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/X8o7CXDXP6sE32qQcxR-Kz?domain=r20.rs6.net
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/X8o7CXDXP6sE32qQcxR-Kz?domain=r20.rs6.net
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/event/oswegatchie-chestnuts/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/event/nyisaw-downtown/
http://msaag.aag.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/1-Tang-Jiang-and-Perrelli-MSG5320020F1.pdf
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 NYS Department of Environmental 

Conservation   

 The Nature Conservancy in New York 

 Cornell Cooperative Extension Offices  

 NYS Office of Parks, Recreation &  

Historic Preservation   

 NYS Department of Transportation  

 NY Natural Heritage Program  

 Soil & Water Conservation Districts 

 Fort Drum Military Installation  

 CNY Regional Planning & Develop-

ment Board 

NY Power Authority 

Tug Hill Commission  

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land  Trust   

Thousand Islands Land Trust  

Indian River Lakes Conservancy  

Save The River   

 NY Sea Grant  

 Ducks Unlimited 

 Onondaga Audubon  

 US Coast Guard Auxiliary  

 St. Regis Mohawk Tribe-

Environmental Unit  

 Algonquin to Adirondack Collaborative 
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From time to time, I hear folks say things like 
“invasive species are always going to be around 
and there’s not much we can do about them”. 
Naturally, this results in great contemplation. 
Now, I could go on referencing all the studies 
that contradict this statement, but in the time I 
have in this column, let me just say this.  
 
Our work has and continues to reduce the neg-
ative impacts of invasive species especially 
when we close the loop with ecological restora-
tion. We have reduced the impacts of forest 
pests such as the emerald ash borer and hem-
lock woolly adelgid across New York’s forested 
lands, ensuring the recreation and timber in-
dustries in NY remain strong, while also pro-
tecting the ability of trees to continue to store 
carbon. Recently and along with our partners, 
we have protected 750,000 acres of the Tug 
Hill Forest by preventing the spread of forest 
pests and planting diverse species of trees mak-
ing the Tug Hill landscape more resilient to ex-
ternal stressors. Our urban forest sustainability 

efforts have the same benefits within our popu-
lated communities. 
 
The Salmon River corridor and the Sandy, 
South Sandy, and Deer Creek riparian areas are 
also more resilient today, thanks to our inva-
sive species suppression and ecological restora-
tion efforts along these tributaries. By adding 
ecological restoration post suppression, we re-
habilitate the native plant assemblages of these 
areas returning them to more biologically di-
verse areas, which in turn augment the resilien-
cy of the aquatic/riparian system benefiting the 
complex interactions of nature.  
 
Restoring a diverse assemblage of native plants 
causes a site to be resistant to invasive reoccur-
rence and creates subtle resilience to external 
stressors such as climate changes, increasing 
biodiversity even in aquatic environments.  
(Source, Science Daily & Cambridge University Press).  

    ~Rob Williams 
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