


Todays Discussion:
• Housekeeping 
• Project area
• SLELO PRISM
• South Sandy Creek:

• Phase I
• Phase II
• Phase III

• Dune Restoration Project



GREAT LAKES BASIN



WATERSHEDS IN NY’S GREAT LAKES BASIN





SLELO PRISM’s mission is to protect native biodiversity 
and freshwater resources through a collaborative 

approach to invasive species management.

Adirondack Park 
Invasive Plant Program

Capital Region

Catskill Regional 
Invasive Species Partnership

Finger Lakes 

Lower Hudson

Long Island 
Invasive Species Management Area

St. Lawrence Eastern Lake Ontario 

Western New York 



Core Programming
Prevention

Early Detection
Rapid Response

Management and Control
Ecological Restoration

Education and Outreach

Special Initiatives 
Aquatic Restoration Initiative

Black River Trail Feasibility Study
Environmental DNA Monitoring

Pollinator Pathway 
Spotted Lanternfly Spotters
Tug Hill Forest Restoration

Urban Forest Sustainability Initiative
Watercraft Inspection Steward Program



www.sleloinvasives.org/tiered-species-list



What is the
Pledge to 
Protect? 



BECOME A 
PROTECTOR

1. Resources with Simple Actions You 
Can Take to Protect Your Lands & 
Waters from Invasive Species

2. Collectable Virtual Badges
3. Access to a Social Media Toolbox
4. Prizes!

www.iPledgeToProtect.org



Aquatic Restoration Initiative

Restoring Critical Riparian Corridors within the 
Eastern Lake Ontario Region

Presentation by Brittney Rogers
Aquatic Restoration and Resiliency Coordinator 

The Nature Conservancy and SLELO PRISM





Ecological Restoration

Effectively and sustainably contributes to:

Protecting biodiversity; 

Improving human health and wellbeing;

Increasing food and water security, and

Supporting climate change mitigation, 
resilience, and adaptation

Solutions-based and Collaborative Approach



Repairing Ecosystem Function
And Initiating Native Recovery

Goal: 
• To recreate, initiate, or accelerate the recovery of 

an ecosystem that has been disturbed, followed 
by continued monitoring and maintenance 

Conditions to consider include:
• Soil
• Water
• Sunlight
• Existing species
• Erosion or destabilization
• Risk and Impact of new invasions

Small scale projects with large scale results:
• 3.5-acre active management within 30-acre area
• Eastern Lake Ontario Tributaries
• Great Lakes Basin
• Migratory Linkages 



SOUTH SANDY CREEK

THREE PHASES FOR THIS PROJECT:
• 2020 Phase I: Initial baseline assessment
• 2021 Phase II: Reduce impacts via management, initiate remediation
• 2022 Phase III: Habitat rehabilitation and monitoring 



2020 Phase I - Habitat Assessment and Inventory

Study Area: 
Sandy Creek

South Sandy Creek
Deer Creek

Methods:
Literature Review 

Assessment of 
Aquatic and Riparian Species

Visual Observation
Rake Tosses

Horizontal Plankton Net Tows
Aquatic Live Traps

Results: 
Complete Analysis of sites

Restoration Recommendations



2020 Phase I - Habitat Assessment and Inventory



www.sleloinvasives.org/aquaticrestoration

2020 Phase I - Habitat Assessment and Inventory
Final Report of Findings



Drone Mapping – Aquatic Restoration Initiative

Google Earth Drone

South Sandy Creek



2021 Phase II - Riparian Area Management and Remediation

Suppress Invasive Species

Stem and Foliar
Herbicide applications

Mechanical Removal

Native Species Restoration

Interpretive Panel



Aquatic Restoration Initiative
Phase II – Management

Treated 3.2 acres of 
Phragmites and Japanese knotweed

Invasive Species and Restoration 
focused interpretive panel was 
designed and is ready for 2022 

installation

Above: JKW post treatment 
Below: Native flowering species in riparian area

© Brittney Rogers The Nature Conservancy



Native Seed Mix
11 different species spread at treatment sites

Virginia wild rye (Elymus virginicus)
Spotted Joy-Pye weed (Eutrochium maculatum)
River bulrush (Scirpus fluviatilis)
Fox sedge (Carex vulpinoidea)
Pennsylvania smartweed (Persicaria pensylvanica)
Common soft rush (Juncus effusus) 
Dark-green bulrush (Scirpus atrovirens)
Canada bluejoint grass (Calamagrostis canadensis)
Fowl manna grass (Glyceria striata)
Common sneezeweed (Helenium autumnale)
Green-headed coneflower (Rudbeckia laciniata)



Aquatic Restoration Initiative
Phase III – Rehabilitation and 

Monitoring

Monitor for re-growth of
Phragmites and Japanese knotweed

and treat as needed

Continue native species restoration

Conduct site demonstrations at the 
public experience event, June 11

Phase III Drone Flights

Long-term monitoring plan



Planned ROV use 
In project area

Jason Hunter © 

Jason Hunter © 








SLELO PRISM SPECIAL PROJECT - ELO DUNE RESTORATION

THREE PHASES FOR THIS PROJECT:
• 2021 Phase I: Initial baseline assessment
• 2022 Phase II: Reduce impacts via management, initiate remediation
• 2023 Phase III: Potential habitat rehabilitation and monitoring 





Dune areas identified with phragmites:
• El Dorado and Black Pond WMA ~.25 acres
• Lakeview WMA ~1acre
• North Sandy Pond ~1.5 acres
• Sandy Island Beach State Park
• Deer Creek WMA ~.25acres

2022 Project Considerations:
• Location
• Accessibility 
• Risk of Spread
• Estimated Cost

Reason for site selection:
• Prioritize dune area north of the channel 
• Includes both private and public lands
• Very accessible, population rapidly spreading
• Protects other investments - North Pond Resiliency
• Project Depending on budget, we may be able to 

approach more than one area but prioritizing this first.

Dune areas identified with phragmites:
• El Dorado and Black Pond WMA ~.25 acres
• Lakeview WMA ~1acre
• North Sandy Pond ~1.5 acres (Expanding each year)
• Sandy Island Beach State Park
• Deer Creek WMA ~.25acres



Phragmites at North Sandy Pond



2022 ELOD Phragmites Project will include:
• Assessment (continue mapping from 2021)
• Management and Restoration (to happen simultaneously)
• Long-term Monitoring Plan (Looking ahead 2023-2027)

2022 ELOD Phragmites Project funding:
• Funding from the SLELO PRISM through “special project” funds
• Additional monetary support from WQIP for shrub species
• Additional support of beach grass and dune willow cuttings 



Sign up on our website: 
www.sleloinvasives.org/volunteer

Volunteers Needed

Help improve the resiliency of the 
Eastern Lake Ontario region





Questions and Discussion!

Brittney Rogers, SLELO PRISM
Aquatic Restoration and Resiliency Coordinator 

Brittney.Rogers@tnc.org


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33

