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Urban forests provide many economic, social, and 

environmental benefits to urban communities.     

These range from conserving energy, filtering air 

and water, increasing property values, and to just 

making a walk a more pleasant experience.   
 

With all these benefits comes responsibility.  As 

managers of the urban forest, we must be aware of 

the effects that invasive pests, pathogens, and 

climate change may have on our forest and how 

we can make these forests more resilient.  To do 

this, SLELO PRISM has established the Urban 

Forest Sustainability Initiative.   
 

This initiative involves visiting five cities (starting 

with the largest populations) each year for a 

period of three years.  We have or will  be 

providing a presentation, an urban forest 

sustainability guide, and some funds to reimburse 

the purchase of native trees to each of these 

communities.   

 

Both the presentation and guide emphasize 

resilience through increased tree species diversity, 

planting climate adaptable trees, implementing 

proper pest management, planting the right trees 

in the right places, and selecting native trees.  You 

can learn more about the Urban Forest 

Sustainability Initiative on our website.  

About the Cover 
SLELO-Robert Smith 

  

Volunteer Experience Showcase 

  

My husband Richard and I reside in Minetto, Oswego 

County. Richard is a retired Deputy Chief with the 

Oswego City Fire Dept. and Iôm a retired  school teacher 

from the Mexico School District.   
 

We have volunteered with SLELO-PRISM on many 

occasions, including tagging ash trees to raise awareness 

for emerald ash borer and removing water chestnuts at 

annual community pulls on the Oswego and Salmon 

Rivers.  
 

In our experience, itôs the involvement of the community 

that aids to the success of invasive species control. We 

enjoy volunteering with SLELO and think others would 

too.  
 

~Naneen Drosseï SLELO volunteer 

Learn about volunteer opportunities  and  workshops  

Need inspiration? Watch our volunteer video 

 www.sleloinvasives.org                                                                                           
www.swallowwortcollaborative.org SLELO PRISM PAGE 2 

Watertownôs Urban Arboretum. Photo credit: Mike DeMarco-

City Planner.  

Pictured are Phil Clift on the left and Dick Drosse on the 
right and other volunteers at an ash tree tagging event 
held at the Great Bear Recreation Area in Fulton, NY. 
Photo credit Naneen Drosse. 

https://www.sleloinvasives.org/urbanforestsustainability/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/volunteer/volunteering-with-slelo/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/events/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BmypyIK4nw
http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5preUh4Z7o8
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Enhancing Outreach for Spotted Lanternfly 
SLELO-Megan Pistolese & Brittney Rogers 

Spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) or SLF 
is an invasive plant hopper native to Asia that 
threatens significant economic losses to our 
tourism and agricultural industries.  SLF was 
likely introduced to the US as egg masses on a 
stone shipment from China, India, Vietnam or 
South Korea. The first infestation was discov-
ered in 2014, in Berks County, Pennsylvania 
and has since spread to other states including 
DE, MD, NJ, VA & West VA. There are no 
known established populations in NY, but the 
individual findings of dead adults or egg mass-
es have occurred in multiple counties within 
the state, including Oswego County within our 
region, visit our website to access resources 
with confirmed SLF locations and finds (see 
link below).  
  

SLF lay their eggs and hitchhike on practically 
anything, so anyone traveling from areas with 
known infestations could easily introduce new 
populations to our region.  This opportunistic 
feeding and high spread potential of SLF is con-
cerning to organizations across the state.  
SLELO is collaborating with the NYS Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Markets to develop a 
strategic outreach initiative,  Spotted Lantern-
fly Spotters. 

This new outreach strategy fosters a commit-
ment among marinas, tackle/bait shops owners 
and charter fishing services to distribute out-
reach materials that convey a message to their 
customers who may be traveling from areas 
with SLF infestations to check for SLF and 
clean their equipment  prior to traveling.   
  

To help measure the success of this outreach 
strategy, distributed materials will have a track-
able QR code that when scanned brings recipi-
ents of the materials to an online questionnaire.  
Key questions asked include where the partici-
pant is travelling to and from, what type of 
equipment they are traveling with, and if 
theyôre aware of SLF. Participants are also 
asked for their commitment to take steps to 
prevent the spread of SLF. Any responses will 
provide SLELO and partners with a more in-
formed understanding of spread potential and 
the effectiveness of the strategy. 
   

Considering the current public health situation, 
marinas and other target businesses are not 
currently operating, so the SLF Spotters initia-
tive will begin later this spring. Stay tuned for 
more information and reach out to Megan or 
Brittney if you have questions or comments.  

SLF SPOTTERS 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
http://www.swallowwortcollaborative.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5preUh4Z7o8
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/invasives/prevention-watch-list-species-in-slelo-region/spotted-lanternfly/slfspottersbusiness/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/spottedlanternflyspotters/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/spottedlanternflyspotters/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/slfspotters/
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A Call for Standardization 
SLELO-Brittney Rogers 

Depending on the size of an infestation, 
populations of water chestnut (Trapa natans), 
are currently being managed across NYS and 
SLELO through a variety of methods. Some 
programs are applying herbicide onto dense 
beds or using mechanical harvesters. Another 
potential option if approved, is Galerucella 
birmanica as a biological control, currently 
being studied at Cornell University, among 
other locations. The most common method for 
managing water chestnut is manually pulling 
plants. The best time to do this is after fruit has 
formed in late June but before they are ripe in 
early August. In 2019, there were 13 organized 
hand pulls in SLELO, including efforts from the 
Soil and Water Conservation District in the 
Oswego River. This was equivalent to the 
removal of over 35,000 pounds of rosettes. We 
removed a similar amount in 2018, totaling 
69,000 pounds in two years.  
   

Those numbers are astounding! The best part 
is, in SLELO we are fortunate enough to still 
have the opportunity to suppress populations 
and prevent it from spreading to new 
waterbodies. Knowing this, it is important we 
improve our data on a regional level regarding 
how much water chestnut is being removed, 
how many people are involved in the effort, 
what that effort entails, and how populations 
are responding to management.  

   

How can our regional efforts contribute 
to statewide (and international) efforts? 
   

In collaboration with iMapInvasives and AIS 
coordinators across the state, we are working  to 
standardize metrics collected.  Standardized 
metrics will help us scale up our management 

efforts and go above and beyond the way we are 
currently doing our work. We hope these 
metrics will provide sufficient information for 
managers to make more informed decisions 
regarding removal efforts and potential 
restoration opportunities for native species.  
    

Afterall, isnôt protecting and restoring 
native ecosystems our main goal? 
  

In SLELO, we have been working with hand-
pull organizers to collect important information 
regarding hand-pulls on a simple spreadsheet 
for the last few years which has greatly 
increased our knowledge of water chestnut beds 
and removal efforts. We have also received an 
increasing number of reports of water chestnut 
populations in the region, nearly 600 as of the 
end of 2019. The recent iMapInvasives updates 
have allowed programs to more easily track 
treatments that are occurring, like those in 
Lakeview WMA, Salmon River and Grindstone 
Creek, though not all programs are tracking in 
this manner.  
   

We are hoping to determine how much water 
chestnut participants are removing in a 
standardized measurement for removal (weight, 
cubic yards, bed size, etc.); how programs are 
dispose of harvested material and if composted 
if there are any known reuse of the harvested 
material; tracking the number of volunteers 
attending events and the hours involved in the 
efforts.  
 

Stay tuned for new resources coming out this 
spring for how to plan, correctly remove and 
report your efforts. If you havenôt already done 
so, be sure to share your efforts with us or if 
youôre hosting hand pull events and have 
additional information youôd like to share 
please reach out to Brittney.Rogers@tnc.org.  

Hand Pull Organizers: 
  

Join iMapInvasives for a  
Standardizing Data Webinar  

  

May 27th 1pm-2pm  
   

See page 11 for details 

http://www.sleloinvasives.org
https://www.facebook.com/sleloprisminvasives
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5preUh4Z7o8
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/water-chestnut/

