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Foreword 

The New York State Urban and Community Forestry, U&CF, Program is a partnership between the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation, forestry professionals, public and private individuals, and vol-
unteer organizations who care about trees in urban settings. It supports and assists communities in comprehensive 
planning, management, and education to create healthy urban and community forests to enhance the quality of life 
for urban residents. Combined, the SLELO PRISM program and the U&CF program serves as a collaboration to 
promote healthier urban forests for the benefit of nature and people. More information on the U&CF program 
can be found here: www.dec.ny.gov/lands/4957.html 

Numerous studies have demonstrated that trees benefit the environment, human health and wellness, and the so-
cial, economic, and aesthetic aspects of our communities.  Overall, there are an estimated 5.5 billion trees (39.4% 
tree cover) in urban communities nationally(1).  Each of these communities having many components that must be 
considered to maintain their urban forests.  

This guide is designed to help our communities sustain their urban forests by encouraging the following strategies: 
increased tree species diversity, planting climate adaptable trees, implementing proper pest management, planting 
the right trees in the right places, and selecting native rather than non-native tree species.  Additional tools for sus-
taining your urban forest can be found at the SLELO PRISM website at sleloinvasives.org/
urbanforestsustainability .

The St. Lawrence and Eastern Lake Ontario Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management (SLELO 
PRISM) is a group of organizations whose mission is to protect native habitats, biodiversity, natural areas, 
parks and open space by using a collaborative and integrated approach to invasive species management. In 
response to concerns posed by communities within the SLELO region regarding the impacts of forests pests, 
SLELO partners have been working with state and county agencies, local organizations, municipalities and 
interested parties to pro-vide stakeholders with the information they will need to prepare for and manage invasive 
species including urban street trees. More information on the SLELO PRISM can be found here: 
sleloinvasives.org. 

Integration with The New York State  

Urban and Community Forestry Program 

SLELO PRISM Urban Forest Sustainability Guide 
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