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Lewis County Invasive Species Signage Project 

Lewis County Soil and Water Conservation District 

 

 

This project has provided invasive species public awareness signage for public boat launches and 

sites across the county including county forest land, Chamber of Commerce public kiosks and 

recreational trailheads. 

 

The Lewis County Soil and Water Conservation District’s mission is to support a comprehensive 

effort to protect the natural resources of Lewis County and the common watersheds outside the 

county boundaries.  The Adirondacks, Tug Hill Plateau and Black River Valley contain an 

abundance of unique habitats and wildlife, including threatened and endangered species.  The 

abundant trout waters, freshwater lakes and pristine forestlands of the county attract 

recreationalists world-wide.  Extensive trail systems exist throughout the county that skirt unique 

habitats such as the wetlands of the Tug Hill Plateau and the Adirondacks.  County reforestation 

land often has recreational trails on and adjacent to them.  While this provides the opportunity 

for economic development and tourism in Lewis County, it also enhances the threat of invasive 

species introduction and spread throughout the county.   

 

With this project, the District designed and constructed signage for recreational trails, highways 

garages, and boat launches.  The District built 14 invasive species drop boxes for public boat 

launches throughout the county.  These drop boxes were built for the disposal of weeds that 

accumulate in or on boats, as well as bait bucket contents.  The NYS DEC Bureau of Fisheries 

Management provided signage for these disposal stations and a standard design drawing for 

these drop boxes.   

 

The District designed and constructed 77 interpretive signs for recreational trail users.  The 

county ATV trail system is quite extensive and could serve as a significant method of transport 

for invasives species from different regions of the state and/or country.  Seeds can get trapped in 

soil and mud that stick on the wheels and underside of an all-terrain vehicles (ATV) or on the 

footwear and clothing of the recreationalist.  Signage was designated at the beginning and end of 

each trailhead demonstrating what invasive species to look for, contact information to report an 

invasive species and instructions on how to clean an ATV before moving to another region.  In 

addition, county reforestation land has signage installed at log landings and road access points to 

inform loggers of the importance of equipment cleaning to prevent the spread of invasive 

species.   
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Budget Category  Actual Total  Requesting  Match*  

Personal Service: 

Staff Time  13,920.00 4,096.00 9,824.00 

Materials and 

Supplies  6,829.95 6,353.00 476.95 

Contractual 

Services  2,556.40 1,500.00 1,056.40 

Printing and 

Postage        

Travel  452.00 0.00 452.00 

Other (please 

detail below)        

  23,758.35 11,949.00 11,809.35 
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